If there is no will, who inherits?
For more information, visit also our section
Wills and Estates.
http://www.educaloi.qc.ca/en/categories/
death-and-wills

Was the deceased married to someone who is still alive?
NO

YES

Did the deceased have
children (living or dead)?
NO
Are the deceased’s parents still
alive?

Did the deceased
have children (living
or dead)?

YES
-The succession is divided equally among the
children.
-If one of these children is dead, the dead child’s
children share the part the dead child would have
received. You must go down in a direct line until
there are living offspring (grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, etc.).

NO

YES

Did the deceased have any living
brothers or sisters?

Did the deceased have any living
brothers or sisters?

NO
Did the deceased have any
living nephews or nieces?

NO
Do the nephews and nieces
have any living offspring
(children, grand-children, etc.)?
NO
The whole succession is shared equally
by other members of the deceased’s
family on both the father’s and mother’s
sides. This is the order:
-The grandparents share equally.
-If there are no grandparents, it goes to
uncles and aunts.
-If there are no uncles or aunts, it goes to
the cousins.
-If there are no cousins, it goes to the
great-grandparents.
-If there are no great-grandparents, it goes
to the great-uncles and great-aunts or to
the most distant members of the family up
to the 8th degree of relationship.
If the deceased has no relatives up to
the 8th degree, or if no one claims the
succession, it goes to the State
(government).

YES
-The succession is divided equally among
the brothers and sisters.
-If one of these brothers or sisters is dead,
the children of the dead brother or sister
share the part that the brother or sister
would have received.
YES
The nephews and nieces receive the part
of the succession that their parents would
have received.
YES
-The great-nephews and great-nieces (or
their children if they are dead) inherit 1/2 of
the succession, or all of it if there are no
other more distant relatives.
-The other 1/2 is shared equally by other
members of the deceased’s family on both
the father’s and mother’s sides. This is the
order:
-The grandparents share equally.
-If there are no grandparents, it goes to
uncles and aunts.
-If there are no uncles or aunts, it goes to
the cousins
-If there are no cousins, it goes to the greatgrandparents.
-If there are no great-grandparents, it goes
to the great-uncles and great-aunts or to
the most distant members of the family up
to the 8th degree of relationship.

NO

YES

The parents inherit the The parents inherit
half of the
whole succession.
succession.
If only one parent is
alive, that parent gets
the whole succession.

Are the deceased’s parents
still alive?

NO
Did the deceased have any
living brothers and sisters?
YES

Did the deceased have
any living nieces or
nephews?

NO

NO

If only one parent is
alive, that parent will
get ½ of the
succession.
The other half is
shared between the
nieces and nephews
according to the part
that their parents
would have
received.

-The parents inherit 1/2
of the succession.
-If only one parent is still
alive, that parent gets
1/2 of the succession.
-The other 1/2 is divided
between the brothers
and sisters.
-If one of the brothers or
sisters is dead, the
children of the dead
brother or sister get the
part the parent would
have received.

YES
-The spouse gets 1/3rd of the succession.
-The children get an equal share of the 2/3rds that are
left.
-If one of these children is dead, the dead child’s
children share the part the dead child would have
recieved. You must go down in a direct line until there
are living offspring (grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, etc.).
YES
-The spouse gets 2/3rds of the succession.
-The parents split the 1/3rd that is left.
- If only one parent is still alive, that parent gets the
1/3rd.

YES
NO
Did the deceased have
any living nieces or
nephews?

NO
The spouse gets the
whole succession.

-The spouse gets 2/3rds of the succession.
-The brothers and sisters share the remaining 1/3rd in
equal parts.
-If one of these brothers or sisters is dead, the children
of the dead brother or sister get the part that the dead
brother or sister would have received.

YES
-The spouse gets 2/3rds of the succession.
-The nephews and nieces share the remaining 1/3rd
according to the part that their parents would have
received.

